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CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 00994 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, JO, IS 

SUB J : PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION: CURRENT WEST BANK ATTITUDES 
REF: JERUSALEM 474 

1. SUMMARY: INCREASING POSSIBILITY OF ISRAELI-SYRIAN DISENGAGEMENT 
RAISES QUESTION OF WHAT NEXT. WHILE SOME WEST BANKERS XPECT THEY 
WILL BE NEXT, OTHERS SEEM TO PREFER FURTHER DELAY. IT IS REALIZED 
THAT IF SETTLEMENT EFOORTS NOW TURN TO WEST BANK, PALESTINIAN 
REPRESENTATION QUESTION BECOMES ACUTE. IF PLO CONTINUES NEGATIVE 
STANCE, HUSSEIN WOULD BE ONLY AVAILABLE NEGOTIATOR TO BRING END TO 
ISRAELI OCCUPATION. IF PLO TAKES POSTIVE TURN, ARABS HAVE SOME 
SORTING OUT TO DO. END SUMMARY 

2. AS POSSIBILITY OF SYRIAN-ISRAELI DISENGAGEMENT HAS BECOME 
INCREASINGLY REAL, QUESTION HAS INEVITABLY ARISEN- WHAT NEXT? 

SOME WEST BANKERS SEEM TO EXPECT THEY WILL BE NEXT. ARABIC 
DAILY EL QUDS SAYS MAY 19 THAT GOLAN DISENGAGEMENT SHOULD LEAD 
TO SIMILAR DISENGAGEMENT ON JORDANIAN FRONT. WE DO NOT SENSE 
REAL IMPATIENCE TO GET AHEAD WITH IT. HOWEVER. OTHERS SEEM 
ACTUALLY TO PREFER FURTHER DELAY, PRIMARILY, WE GATHER, TO ALLOW 
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MORE TIME FOR SORTING OUT PALESTINIAN ISSUES IN FASHION MORE 
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FAVORABLE TO PALESTINIANS. SEVERAL WEST BANKERS HAVE SAID TO 
US THEY ASSUMED A SECOND EGYPTIAN STAGE WOULD BE NEXT. ONE 
ADDED HE THOUGHT HIS COMPATRIOTS CONSIDERED THEY STOOD 
BETTER CHANCE OF GETTING A GOOD DEAL IF THEIR ISSUED WERE DEALT 
WITH AFTER FINAL EGYPTIAN AND SYRIAN AGREEMENTS REACHED. 

3. SOME OF MORE POLITICALLY ACTIVE ARABS REALIZE THAT WHEN WEST 
BANK'S TURN COMES PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION ISSUE WILL BE RAISED 
IN DECISIVE WAY. EL QUDS MAY 19 EDITORIAL WENT ON TO STRESS NEED 
FOR PALESTINIAN PARTICIPATION IN ANY TALKS. WITH HUSSEIN BACK IN 
THE GAME, THERE IS APPRECIATION THAT PLO WILL HAVE TO PULL ITSELF 
TOGETHER AND MOVE DIFINITIVELY ONTO GENEVA TRACK IF IT IS IN FACT 
TO HAVE ANY CHANCE OF REPRESENTING PALESTINIANS. PLO SUMMIT MEET- 
INGS REPORTED RECENTLY IN BEIRUT WERE WATCHED FOR INDICATIONS. PRO- 
HASHEMITE ANWAR KHATIB WAS GRATIFIED THAT NEWS OUT OF BEIRUT HAD 
PLO REJECTING GENEVA, RESOLUTION 252 AND SEPARATE WEST BANK/GAZA 
STATE CONCEPT. HE SAW THIS AS LEAVING HUSSDLN AS ONLY ARAB PLAYER 
ON THE FIELD. HIKMAT EL MASRI AND OTHER NABULSIS. ON OTHER HAND 
(PLO/SADAT ORIENTED), WERE OPTIMISTIC PLO WOULD TAKE CONSTRUCTIVE 
POSTION AS SOON AS SYRIAN-ISRAELI DISENGAGEMENT BECAME REALITY. 1 
5#3Y LOOKED TO JUNE 1 CAIRO PNC MEETING AS VEHICLE. NASRI 
CONCEDED DISARRAY ON ARAB SIDE OVER PALESTINIAN ISSUE AND SAID 
ARABS WOULD HAVE TO MEET AT SUMMIT AND WORK IT OUT DEFINITIVELY 
BEFORE NEGOTIATIONS COULD TAKE PLACE ABOUT WEST BANK. 

4. PROMINENT PRO-PLO DOCTOR IBRAHIM TT.RF.T. (RECENTLY THREATEDED 
BY ISRAELI WITH EXPULSION FOR PUBLIC SUPPORT OF PLO REPRESENTA- 
TION) TOLD US. HOWEVER, HE BELIVED PALESTINIAN ORGANIZATIONS 
WOULD NOT NEGOTIATE FOR WEST BANK. TO SIGN ANY SUCH AGREEMENT 
WOULD INVOLVE RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL, WHICH THEY COULD NOT DO. HE 
AGREED RELUCTANTLY THAT IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES HUSSEIN WAS ONLY AVAIL- 
ABLE NEGOTIATIOR. SINCE FIRST PRIORITY WAS GETTING RID OF ISRAELI 
OCCUPATION, WEST BANKERS WOULD ACCEPT HIS REPRESENTATION. 

5. COMMENT: IF PLO PERSISTS IN REJECTING NEGOTIATIONS AND LEAVES 
THE FIELD TO HUSSEIN, THE REPRESENTATION ISSUED FOR THE TERRITORIAL 
ASPECT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS IS UNCONTESTED. INWHAT SEEMS TO BE 
THE UNLIKELY EVENT THE PLO SWITCHES TO A GENEVA COURSE. MASRI IS 
PROBABLY RIGHT THAT THE ARAB ESTABLISHMENT WILL HAVE TO MAKE A 
DEFINITIVE DECISION ON HOW THEIR SIDE CONDUCTS NEGOTIATIONS 
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(IT MAY ALREADY HAVE DON SO, BUT THE SIGNALS ARE AMBIGUOUS TO SAY 
THE LEAST.) IF HUSSEIN CARRIES THE BALL, THE WEST BANK WILL HOPE 
WITH SKEPTICISM THAT THE OUTCOME WILL PROVIDE FOR SOME AUTONOMY. 
THEY WILL HAVE GOING FOR THEM A POINT MADE TO US BY A KNOWLEDGE- 
ABLE PR A ELI (SEPTEL), THAT IN A DE-MILIT ARIZED WEST BANK, THE 
JORDANIANS WILL HAVE TO ALLOW THE LOCAL POPULATION ESSENTIALLY TO 
RULE ITSELF. NO ONE SEEMS TO TAKE VERY SERIOUSLY HUSSEING’S PRO- 
POSAL THAT THE PLO NEGOTIATE, AT SOME SUBSEQUENT STAGE PRESUMABLY, 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


" PALESTINIAN RIGHTS.” 
DAY 
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